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Dictators, Revolutionaries and New Democrats:

Sixty Years in a Changing Central/Eastern Europe

22 July–18 August 2012
120 lessons, 12 ECTS credits
Course Description:

Have you ever heard such terms as the ’Cold War’, the ’Iron Curtain’ or ’Goulash Communism’? If you are interested in learning about the countries of the former ’Soviet block’, the exciting four-week course on the recent history and present state of Central/Eastern Europe has been designed exactly for you. The beautiful campus of the University of Debrecen, located in eastern Hungary, provides the venue for the new English-language program of Debrecen Summer School, which has been teaching international students since 1927. Although the majority of the more than 200 foreign students come from all over the world to Debrecen to study Hungarian language and culture, this new course offers a general survey of the political, economic and cultural history of countries such as Russia, Poland, Romania, the former Czechoslovakia and Hungary during the past fifty years.

In addition to the English-language academic lectures and seminars in the morning, after lunch students will have the opportunity to take optional language classes (Hungarian or Russian) or participate in workshops/seminars related to Hungarian culture. While the first two weeks will be devoted to the past of the region, the second part is designed to show the present situation with an opportunity to meet local Hungarian politicians, lawmakers and artists. On Saturdays students will be taken to various historic places in Hungary, Slovakia and Romania where they can meet leading figures of the neighbouring countries. 

An additional benefit is provided by the special programmes of the parallel Hungarian language and culture course including the learning of Hungarian folk songs and folk dances, tasting some famous Hungarian wines, enjoying traditional Hungarian foods and watching excellent Hungarian films. 

Major Topics:

Sovietization; communist dictators; everyday life in the Soviet Bloc; the Cold War and the Soviet Bloc; roads to collapse; towards new democracies; the Soviet Union after 1945; Poland after 1945; Polish Catholicism and anti-soviet resistances; Romania after 1945; Czechoslovakia after 1945; Hungary after 1945; western patterns to follow; new-old conflicts: nationalism, national minority problems; effects of the Balkan Wars; from communist to western-type economic system; conflicts of privatization and re-privatization; social transformations and conflicts; poverty and wealth-patterns for social gaps; new foreign policy directions; NATO and EC issues; place and role of reconstructed Russia; post-Soviet societies in Central/Eastern Europe; social nostalgias and the theory of “uncompleted transformation”; nationalism, globalization, multi-culturalism in the region in the first decade of the 21st century; new perspectives in the 21st century.

Programme Director:


Dr. Róbert Barta, Professor of History (University of Debrecen)
Structure of the Course: 

– 1 lecture (90 min) and 1 seminar (90 min) plus an optional seminar (90 min) a day

– examination offered at the end of the course (ECTS credits)
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Cultural Activities:

– Hungarian folk singing and dance houses

– film showings

– meeting local politicians, artists and various experts

– excursions to famous places in Hungary, Romania and Slovakia

Dates & Reminders:

– registration: 22 July (Sunday), 14.00–18.00

– course starts: 23 July (Monday)

– excursions: 28 July, 4 and 11 August (Saturdays)

– check-out time: 18 August (Saturday), before 10 a.m.

Accommodation and Meals:

– on-campus accommodation

– upon request, we will send you a list of other accommodation facilities in Debrecen

– full board (breakfast, lunch and dinner)

– dining options: lunch and dinner at nearby restaurants

Course Fees:
	
	4 weeks

	registration fee
	60 EUR

	tuition (incl. cultural activities and city travel pass)
	890 EUR

	
	

	on-campus accommodation in double rooms 
	420 EUR

	
	

	full board
	420 EUR


Application Deadline: 15 June 2012
To apply, please send us a completed application form together with two passport photos and proof of payment of the 60 EUR registration fee.

*Please note that launching thematic courses would require the registration of at least 6 participants.
Contact: Debreceni Nyári Egyetem

H-4010 Debrecen, Pf. 35.

Telephone: +36 52 532 594, Fax: +36 52 532 595

E-mail: debrecen@nyariegyetem.hu, Web: www.nyariegyetem.hu

Reg. No.: 00334-2009     Institute Accreditation No.: AL-2139

